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In unit 2 students honed their reading skills through the 

careful reading of informational texts. Students built basic 

background knowledge about adaptations and learned how to use 

informational text features to learn about a topic. By reading 

key sections of the central text Everything You Need to Know 

about Frogs and Other Slippery Creatures (DK Publishing), 

students built their expertise about frogs’ life cycle, habitat, 

and certain physical characteristics. They extended their frog 

expertise by studying “freaky frogs.” Students gained a level of 

expertise about different kinds of freaky frogs: the glass frog, 

the Amazon horned frog, the water-holding frog, and the 

poison dart frog. Throughout the unit, students extended their 

word knowledge as they maintained a vocabulary notebook. They 

also worked on their reading fluency by reading frog poems. 
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 Unit 1:  Building Background Knowledge: Learning to Become an  
                  Expert (about Frogs) 
 

 Unit 2:  Case Study: Researching Freaky Frogs  
 

 Unit 3:  Culminating Project: Freaky Frog Trading Cards 

 

Guiding Questions of this Module… 
• What do experts do?  

• How do I become an expert? 

• How do frogs survive?  

Experts use reading, viewing, and listening to gather and organize info from a variety of sources.  

Experts share information through writing and speaking. 

Content: Animals have unique adaptations that help them to survive in various environments. 



  

In the final unit of the module, students will continue to 

explore the question: “How do we build expertise about a 

topic?” as they share their growing expertise about frogs and 

their adaptations and continue to build expertise as writers 

of a research-based narrative. The specific literacy focus of 

this unit is on writing first-person narratives using vivid and 

precise language, as well as continuing to learn to revise and 

critique writing.  
 

Each student will create a Freaky Frog Trading Card to amaze 

their readers about the unique, sometimes freaky, 

adaptations of frogs. This writing serves as a synthesis of the 

research students did in Units 1 and 2, and students will 

incorporate many of the rich words about frogs and 

adaptations they have learned throughout the module. 

Students will also participate in a Science Talk to help them 

synthesize their learning about how the adaptations of their 

freaky frog helps it to survive.  
 

Students then plan, draft, and revise their freaky frog 

trading cards (the performance task for the module). They 

will practice revising and editing their writing based on 

critique from peers and the teacher, and will publish and 

share their trading cards with peers and others.  
 

 

 Launching Unit 3! 

Key Unit Vocabulary 
 
 

identify, determine, details, 
matrix, Science Talk, participate, 
norms, discussion, survive, 
prepare, evidence, model, image, 
accurate, synthesis, select, 
image, audience, criteria, 
research-based, vivid, precise,  
success, audience, fluently  
 

Poison dart frog: secrete, 
odorless, contractions, lethal  
Glass frog: transparent, 
completely, underside  
Amazon horned frog: shades, 
ambushing, spring , gape 
Water-holding frog: spreads, 
bladder, cocoon, puddle  
 
 
 
 
  
 

 

 Page 2 of 2 

Writing Related Vocabulary: 
narrative, first person, first-draft, 
final-draft, revise, edit, feedback, 
criteria, critique,  point of view, 
vivid, precise, express, ideas, 
describing, feedback, strengthen , 
grade-appropriate, 
craftsmanship, penmanship, 
suffixes  
 
 
 
  
 

 

Module Performance Task: Research-Based Narrative Writing “The 
Freaky Frog Trading Card” 
Each student will create a freaky frog trading card to demonstrate their expertise as readers and 
writers. The trading card will need to showcase the unique, sometimes freaky, adaptations of a 
particular frog. Students will be responding to the prompt:  
“Imagine that you are your freaky frog. After researching informational texts on your freaky frog, write a 

descriptive paragraph that describes how you survive. Choose one category from your freaky frog research 

matrix to focus on. Use specific details from the texts you used to gather your information about your freaky frog. 

Be sure to include lots of the specific vocabulary and vivid words and phrases you have been gathering.” 
This assessment centers on NYSP12 ELA CCLS W.3.2, W.3.3, W.3.4, W.3.5, and L.3.3. 
 
 


